This year's election proved to be another strong one for the Democrats, as they gained control of both ends of Pennsylvania Avenue for the first time since Bill Clinton's election in 1992. For good measure, the party's victories were clear cut. Democratic presidential nominee Barack Obama captured the White House by a margin close to 10 million votes, while Democrats on Capitol Hill significantly strengthened their hold on both chambers. Note: An asterisk (*) indicates that the post-election Senate totals do not include the race in Minnesota, which was unresolved as of Dec. 28, with Republican incumbent Norm Coleman and Democrat Al Franken still engaged in a fiercely contested recount. A pound sign (#) indicates that while the Democratic House total increased to 257 from 235 as a result of the election, the Democrats are credited with a net gain of 21 because one of the seats they won was for a vacant seat that the party had previously held.
President

ONE FOR THE BOOKS
B
orrowing from the parlance of the sporting world, the election of 2008 was an "instant classic." The campaign involved more money, more state-of the-art technology, and more voters than ever before. And it ended in November with the election of the first African-American president in the nation's history.
In the process, America turned from a conservative Republican government that had recently controlled both ends of Pennsylvania Avenue to a more liberal Democratic government that starting January 2009 will dominate both the White House and Capitol Hill.
Whether this marks the beginning of a new era in American politics is an open question, one that only time will answer. But the 2008 election made clear that the political pendulum has swung once again.
So far this millennium, the nation has already gone through several transformations -from a "50-50" nation after the 2000 election, to an electorate that clearly leaned Republican after 2004 , to what now is a new political landscape that plainly favors the Democrats.
The Democrats' grip on the levers of power, however, could be tenuous. Barack Obama and his Democratic allies in Congress take office with wars raging in Iraq and Afghanistan and the worst economic crisis since the Depression still unfolding. The same forces that fueled the Democratic success in 2008 could provide the seeds for failure in the months and years ahead.
But the current high-stakes environment also provides the opportunity for a longterm payoff for the Democrats. That is, if they prove able to provide creative solutions and competent government that also wins widespread voter approval.
More votes were cast for president in 2008 than any previous election in the nation's history. And more votes were cast for Barack Obama than any previous presidential candidate. Candidates are listed below who drew at least 100,000 votes in the 2008 presidential election. 
POPULAR VOTE FOR PRESIDENT
States carried by Obama
States carried by McCain
*
States that shifted to Democrats * * * * * * * * * Three of the presidents to which Obama is most often compared -Abraham Lincoln, Frankin D. Roosevelt and Ronald Reagan -were able to do just that. In the process, they placed their personal stamp and that of their party on separate political eras that lasted well beyond their own tenure in office.
Presidential Models
A ll three of these presidential models came to the White House facing problems at least as stern as those confronting Obama. For Lincoln, it was the Civil War; for FDR, the Depression; for Reagan, a period of considerable economic unease that gave rise to the term, the "misery index."
And each of these presidents took office possessing political capital roughly similar to Obama's. In short, their triumph was not just a personal one, but extended to their parties as well.
Lincoln was first elected in 1860 by a margin of 10 percentage points, and was accompanied to Washington by a Republican Congress -the first time the fledgling party ever controlled both sides of Capitol Hill.
FDR was initially elected in 1932 by a hefty popular vote margin of 18 points, a win buttressed by the election of huge Democratic majorities in both the Senate and House.
Reagan first won the White House in 1980 by just under 10 percentage points, with his coattails helping to elect the first Republican Senate in more than a quarter century.
As for Obama, his margin of victory in 2008 was 7 points, less than the others, but a convincing margin nonetheless in an age when landslide victories have been replaced by a semblance of political parity. And Obama offered coattails of sorts as well, as his message of change fit a national mood that helped his party significantly strengthen their majorities on Capitol Hill.
In its scope, the Democratic victory in 2008 was almost identical to the one in 1992 led by another intriguing young politician, Bill Clinton. He won the popular vote that year by a margin of 6 percentage points, one point less than Obama, and was joined by 258 Democrats in the House and 57 Democrats in the Senate.
This year, the Democrats elected 257 House members to the new 111 th Congress and will have at least 56 Senate seats, pending the outcome of an undecided race in Minnesota between Republican incumbent Norm Coleman and Democrat Al Franken that still does not appear anywhere near resolution. (The Democratic total does not include Connecticut's Joe Lieberman and Vermont's Bernard Sanders, who caucus with the Senate Democrats but were elected as independents.)
Yet Obama should have a stronger governing majority in Congress than Clinton did 16 years ago. Then, more than one quarter of all Senate Democrats and nearly one third of all House Democrats were from the South. Not only did a number of them occupy powerful committee chairmanships, but they tended to be conservative in nature. As such, they represented a constant threat to bolt from the more liberal party line to join congressional Republicans in an alliance that was widely known as the "conservative coalition." Barr's failure to make any headway elsewhere, including his home state of Georgia, was good news for McCain -although only in the sense that the Republican was able to hold a number of states that were habitually in the GOP column.
Carving out a Victory
W ith the wind at his back in terms of money, issues and voter registration, Obama was able to go on the offensive in the fall campaign. He did not have to worry about holding the Democratic base on the two coasts, barring the usual exception of West Virginia. By and large, the states of the Northeast and Pacific West were secure.
That freed Obama to look expansively at the map. And he was able to throw his considerable resources into traditional battleground states such as Florida and Ohio, as well as an array of states that the Democrats had long conceded without much of a fight, such as Indiana, North Carolina and Virginia.
ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE: OBAMA IN MIDDLE OF THE PACK WHEN IT COMES TO CLOSE, CLEAR-CUT, AND LANDSLIDE VICTORIES
In percentage terms, Barack Obama's victory margin of 7.2% in the 2008 presidential election places him in the middle of the pack for victorious presidential candidates. Since the popular vote reached a nationwide scale in 1824, a total of 25 presidential candidates have won by a wider margin in percentage points than Obama, while 21 have prevailed by a smaller margin. However, the majority of those who triumphed by a wider margin were incumbents, while the bulk of those who won by a smaller margin than Obama were, like him, non-incumbents. An asterisk (*) below indicates an incumbent president.
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TURNOUT FIRSTS FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
Like the nation itself, voter turnout for presidential elections has grown steadily since the early years of the Republic. Less than 400,000 votes were cast in the presidential election of 1824, the first in which there was the semblance of a nationwide popular vote tally.
Turnout exceeded 1 million for the first time for the election of Andrew Jackson four years later, reached 5 million in the wake of the Civil War, and surpassed the 10-million vote mark in the 1880s. But it was not until women were given the franchise in 1920 that the number of voters reached 25 million. 
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